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CHILDREN — INAPPROPRIATE USE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

Statement by Minister for Police 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.07 am]: The state government and the WA Police are 
concerned that young people are not getting the message about not sending sexually explicit images of 
themselves over the internet or via mobile phones. In the past week, six teenagers ranging in age from 13 to 16 
years have been investigated and spoken to by police about their behaviour with digital technologies. In one 
case, a 14-year-old boy from the southern suburbs was cautioned after being found with child exploitation 
material on his mobile phone. Concerns were raised that he was sending images and videos of himself over the 
internet, and was pressuring girls for sex. In another case, two 13-year-old boys and two 13-year-old girls from 
the northern suburbs were cautioned for possessing and distributing two sexually explicit images of one of the 
girls. Police were contacted after the images were discovered by teachers within the school. The images were in 
circulation for three weeks and, as a result, the girl had been subjected to bullying both inside and outside the 
school. It was a classic case of the boyfriend distributing the images of the girl to friends after the pair had split 
up. Had teachers and police not intervened, there was a significant risk of those images finding their way onto 
the internet and all over the world almost instantly, which would have exposed the girl to years of anguish. In a 
third case, a 16-year-old boy was charged after allegedly creating a false Facebook account, impersonating 
another student and then, in two separate instances, allegedly pressuring two girls aged 14 and 15 years to 
expose themselves on webcam and perform sexual acts. It will be alleged that one of the girls conceded to the 
demands after being threatened with violence when she attended school. The video file was uploaded to 
Facebook for others to see, and her friends were notified.  

There is no denying that sexting is a disturbing practice. Children do not see it as a crime and fail to grasp the 
consequences of their actions. They may think they are only sending an image to their boyfriend or girlfriend, 
but they could be sending that image to the world, which could have devastating long-term psychological effects. 
Young people also need to be making the link between the images they are creating and the supply to a market 
amongst sex offenders who are trawling the internet for sexualised images of children for their sexual 
gratification. Parents who entrust their children with mobile phones and computers should take a stronger 
interest in how their children are using this technology and educate them on the dangers of sending explicit 
material. 

I urge all parents to access important information and advice about sexting on two websites that have been 
established by government and police. They are www.cybersmart.gov.au and www.thinkuknow.org.au. 
 


